Historic Racing: A visit with Classic Competition
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During the recent Verizon IndyCar Series finale weekend at Auto Club Speedway,
I had the chance to meet the fine people from Classic Competition. The San
Marcos, CA-based company owned and operated by Bruce Marquand and Sidney
Carr specializes in “the complete restoration of your classic automobile or vintage
race car.” Carr, interestingly, was a mechanic for the late Jim Clark.

Of course, it goes without saying that the historic racing car industry is thriving
these days. Many historic North American tracks such as Laguna Seca, Elkhart
Lake and St. Jovite host very successful vintage race weekends.

At ACS, Classic Competition prepared cars as part of the Victory Lane Historic
Champ/IndyCar Showcase. Amongst them were a 1990 Truesports Indy car with a
Judd engine driven by Jack Bianchi, a 1986 March-Cosworth, and an old Buick V6
‘stock-block’. Although I'll admit I did not get all the details on that car. All three
cars, however, were prepared by restoration specialist Evan Chance.

Chance, a Cambridgeshire native boasts quite a motor racing resume. BS
Fabrications, TRG, Lola, Titan Cars and Charles Lucas Engineering are amongst = : :
the numerous instantly recognizable racing organizations Chance has worked for. [ roe . . ‘ U G

Arrows was where Chance enjoyed his longeSt stretch Working as a mechanic and The crew from Classic Competition with the 1990 Truesports Judd they pre-
engineer with the team from 1978-1996. Some of the noted drivers Chance helped pared for vintage racer Jack Bianchi. Evan Chance is second from the right.
prepare and design cars for include Eddie Cheever, Ricardo Patrese, and Derek

Warwick. As for the driver Chance has the fondest memories of his time with? German driver Jochen Mass, who drove for Arrows in 1979 and 1980.

During the hour or so I spent in the Classic Competition garage area conversation tended to move quickly, covering the gamut of decades of racing memories from
yesteryear. And I’ll admit there were times, where I felt a little out-of-my-depth if you will, unable to place the exact series, driver, team, car/engine configuration,
that was the topic of conversation at that very moment, as those who lived it shared their memories. I’ll likewise admit that as someone who is known for a shall
we say willingness to freely share my opinion with others, I spent a greater percentage of time than usual listening to those who not only were there to witness
motorsports history, but had a role in making it actually happen.

I’ll also say that despite the many shared memories of yesteryear and palpable passion for the
sport, there was not one word uttered anywhere in the Classic Competition garage/hospitality
= ) o wn= area forwarding the
Q “everything was so much

. better in the old days,”
Wi stuff. Rather, the topics
WliE; of conversation tended to
# be celebrating the various

® arenas, machines, and
men that the different
= individuals encountered

during their decades in the
g sport.

{ That said, I did speak with

Chance on the current _
state of motorsport. He A March 86A Cosworth prepared for last month’s Victory Lane

Historic Champ/IndyCar Showcase at Auto Club Speedway.

mentioned to me that he
follows almost all forms of

’ racing closely, and even mentioned what he believed was the best publication for a someone
Andy Tymkiw (L) and Jack Bianchi (R) pose for a photo in front of  that follows the sport so closely (more on that later). As for what Chance believed to be the
Bianchi’s 1990 Truesports Judd. biggest issue facing the sports: costs.

Sure, racing has never exactly been an egalitarian enterprise, but Chance noted that he has even reached a point where it is becoming cost-prohibitive for all but a
select few. He even noted that he had been told by some of his friends in stock car racing that a NASCAR engine program runs teams close to $100,000 a weekend.
This seems all the more ridiculous when you consider the sanction is cutting out about 100 horsepower in 2015 (something he did not know at the time).

And while there were many ideas on what could be done from the technical side, one idea I found interesting was to have a carbon chassis for prototype racing that
could take up to six different engines. This would be not be a “spec-car” per se, but the engine ‘housing’ would be constructed in a way that allowed for different
blocks. Chance went on to describe it in more technical terms, but the takeaway was essentially this: the OEMs could still compete with the runaway costs of
chassis design reigned in.

Otherwise, Chance noted, “there’s no way the ACO is going to allow the Daytona Prototypes to
compete at Le Mans.”

Chance also spent some time talking about his work with Classic Competition. Largely, he notes
Classic Competition is a “customer-driven” business. A driver with an interest in historic racing
such as Bianchi, may come to Classic Competition, which has the intellectual and technical
resources to restore and prepare racing cars for interested drivers.

However, Classic Competition noted that they weren’t exclusively a restoration company. “We’ve
looked at Indy Lights,” said
Chance. “Now is a great
time to get in, and we’re
looking at getting someone
to shake down a car to
possibly go racing. It’s still
a ways off from happening,
Evan Chance shared his ideas on sports car racing, in particular, but we’re looking at it.”

the Daytona Prototype class. .
y yp Chance also went out of his

way to credit his favorite
motor racing publication, AutoRacingl. “I wake up early, about 6:30 a.m., and it’s the first site |
visit. If I want to know what’s going on in F1, Australia, or whatever, it’s on AR1. Whatever you
guys are doing, don’t change a thing.”

In closing, I’'ll admit that occasionally the hustle and bustle of race weekends can be draining. _
And while no one is going to feel too sorry for anyone working as a member of the racing
media, there are times when attempting to make a deadline or chase the latest story it is easy While many current team owners have balked at the prices

forget what originally brought us to the cathedrals of speed in the first place. But if anyone ever  involved with the new Dallara IL15 chassis, it could very well
needs a reminder, one visit to the Classic Competition garage area will more than do the trick. ~ provide an opportunity for new competitors to join Indy Lights.

Special thanks to Jennifer Ngou for the photographs from Classic Competition.
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